Transition Facility 2004: 

Development of regional structures for the implementation of antidiscrimination acquis 

SR 2004/016-764.04.02
The programme Development of regional structures for the implementation of antidiscrimination acquis is conducted in the scope of the Transition Facility 2004. 

The Transition Facility was established by the European Union in order to foster institution building in the period 2004 - 2006. The objective is to continue with the enforcement of administrative capacities of new EU-Member States which are responsible for implementation and application of community legislation. 


Programmes financed by the Transition Facility are subject to the same principles and rules as PHARE programmes in the pre-accession period. 

More information on the Transition Facility and rules of the national programme PHARE can be found on the webpage:

http://www.vlada.gov.sk/phare/prechodny_fond.html
The main aim of the programme Development of regional structures for the implementation of antidiscrimination acquis is to increase the capacity of the Slovak Republic to monitor cases of discrimination and enforce the principles of equal treatment on regional level via strengthening the institutional and administrative capacities of the Slovak National Centre for Human Rights (SNHCR).

The programme includes various activities focused on addressing deficiencies in antidiscrimination in public administration and public services. 

Activities of the programme:

1. Regional-level needs assessment

2. Establishment of regional offices of SNCHR
3. Training of Slovak National Centre for Human Rights (SNCHR) staff

Regional-level needs assessment

The experts in cooperation with SNCHR will be responsible for the preparation of the methodology of the needs-assessment in the regions which will be conducted in 2 phases.

The first stage will be carried out during the first two months of the programme. The team of experts will focus on gathering information important for strengthening administrative capacities in the regions. The experts will be responsible for developing the methodology for mapping, carrying out and evaluating results of research on discrimination in the regions. 

In the second phase the team of experts will focus on an in-depth assessment of regional needs. The results of the study will serve as a base for further functioning of the SNCHR.

The team of experts will consist of one expert with international experience in combating discrimination and four senior experts.

Establishment of regional offices

Based on the regional-level needs-assessment from activity 1, the SNCHR will adopt a strategy on strengthening its administrative capacities on regional level. 

The main aim of the second activity is the establishment of seven regional offices. Basic equipment, running costs and employees´ salaries will be co-financed from the Slovak Republic state budget. 

The team of experts will closely cooperate with the SNCHR on the elaboration of selection criteria for employees of the regional offices. The SNCHR will participate directly in the selection of the new employees. Following the appointment of the new regional employees, they will immediately cooperate with the team of experts on establishing a consultative and monitoring network of experts on regional level. These regional networks will be crucial in SNCHR’s work on regional level.

Training of Slovak National Centre for Human Rights (SNCHR) staff

In the scope of the activity 3, the team of experts will elaborate two sets of trainings for the employees of SNCHR. The first set of trainings will take place in the first half of the programme implementation. The trainings will focus on related national and international legislation, specifics on equal opportunity in the field of employment and access to services as well as monitoring of equal opportunities mainly in public administration. The trainings will be provided for SNCHR staff.

The second set of trainings will take place in the second half of the programme, after the regional offices and the regional monitoring and advising network are established. experts of the advising and monitoring networks employed on a part time basis by the SNCHR will be the target group of the trainings. The objective is to raise the ability of the trained experts to react appropriately on diverse regional particularities. 

The main task of the experts will be to monitor discrimination on regional level. 

Financing: 
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· The programme is coordinated by the Slovak Republic Government Office, Section of Human Rights and Minorities in cooperation with the Slovak National Centre for Human Rights. 

· The programme was approved by the European Commission decision on October 29, 2004.

· Prior information notice concerning the programme has been published in the Official Journal number 96 on May 22, 2006 on the web-pages of the Slovak Office of Public Procurement: 

http://www.uvo.gov.sk/ 

Contacts:

The Slovak Republic Government Office
Section of Human Rights and Minorities

Department of Project Coordination

Námestie slobody 1

813 70 Bratislava

tel.: +421/2/57295 165

fax: +421/2/57295 424

http://www.mensiny.vlada.gov.sk 

Slovak National Centre of Human Rights

Kýčerského 5

811 05 Bratislava

tel. +421/2/208 501 23

fax. +421/2/208 501 35

www.snslp.sk
Ministry of Finance of the Slovak Republic

Central Financing and Contracting Unit - CFCU

Štefanovičova 5

817 82 Bratislava

tel. +421/2/ 59582 535

fax.+421/2/ 59582 559

www.finance.gov.sk
_1210594674.xls
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