Explanatory Memorandum
The presented “Final Evaluation of the Action Plan for the Prevention of All Forms of Discrimination, Racism, Xenophobia, Anti-Semitism and Other Expressions of Intolerance for the Period of 2004 – 2005” (hereinafter the “Final Evaluation”) is submitted in compliance with Resolution of the Government of the Slovak Republic (hereinafter the “Government of the SR”) No. 446/2004 approving the Action Plan for the Prevention of All Forms of Discrimination, Racism, Xenophobia, Anti-Semitism and Other Expressions of Intolerance for the Period of 2004 – 2005 on 13 May 2004 and Resolution of the Government of the SR No. 704 the Supplement to the Action Plan for the Prevention of All Forms of Discrimination, Racism, Xenophobia, Anti-Semitism and Other Expressions of Intolerance for the Period of 2004 – 2005 – 2005 Update of 14 September 2005. 
This Memorandum presents information on the implementation of the 2005 Action Plan activities. Activities implemented under the 2004 Action Plan were evaluated in the “Progress Report on the Action Plan for the Prevention of All Forms of Discrimination, Racism, Xenophobia, Anti-Semitism and Other Expressions of Intolerance for the Period of 2004 – 2005” approved with Resolution of the Government of the SR No. 705 of 14 September 2005. 


Funds for the implementation of projects in cooperation with NGOs and the Slovak National Centre for Human Rights were set aside in the reserve of the Government of the SR for the 2005 Action Plan task implementation, out of which SKK 2,972,475 were spent. 

Important results of the 2005 Action Plan include e.g.:
· The 2005 - 2014 National Plan for Human Rights Education (approved by the 2nd operational meeting of the Minister of Education of 8 February 2005). Drafted by the National Institute for Education (NIE) and the Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic in cooperation with other directly governed organisations in the ministerial department of education and some NGOs;
· Conference on the occasion of the International Human Rights Day; 
· dozens of projects - also in cooperation with NGOs and the Slovak National Centre for Human Rights that supported information, educational, monitoring and counselling activities aimed at the implementation of the so called “Antidiscrimination Act” in practice, compliance with the social rights, patient’s rights, and child’s rights;
· more attention to topical all-society issues: information and counselling activities in the migrants and asylum-seekers area and to anti-corruption tools and conduct education;
· other target groups oriented thematic activities : healthcare staff, elected representatives and employees of territorial self-government.
Another objective of this report is to emphasise the need of continuing the Action Plan activities with an even higher intensity also in the coming years. In this context, it is necessary to underline that the Action Plan is the only activity of the Slovak Government targeted to fight against intolerance and, thus, it is also the only activity presenting Slovakia’s results and ways in tackling the issues of intolerance and discrimination, at the international level.
The structure of this material copies the division of tasks in the 2004–2005 Action Plan. 
This “Action Plan for the Prevention of All Forms of Discrimination, Racism, Xenophobia, Anti–Semitism and Other Expressions of Intolerance for the Period of 2006 – 2008” (hereinafter the “Action Plan) is submitted as a systemic tool in the prevention of and fight against intolerance and discrimination. The 2006-2008 Action Plan is already the fourth Action Plan since 2000 and builds on the achievements of previous Action Plans. This Action Plan also aims at facilitating systemic and permanent attention to the issues of human rights compliance and prevention of discrimination in the individual sectors and at developing cooperation of ministerial departments with individual NGOs, the Slovak National Centre for Human Rights and other entities.
The content of the presented material builds on the final evaluation of the 2004 and 2005 Action Plans. It continues successful activities from previous years and at the same, new and topical priorities are added in the field of all forms of discrimination and intolerance prevention. Action Plan priorities are added mainly activities in the area of extremism and anti-Semitism prevention and in addressing the issue of disadvantaged groups of population.
The objective of the Action Plan is to meet the national and international requirements for building a tolerant and democratic state, developing the multicultural character of the society, increasing tolerance in the society and preventing all forms of discrimination through various activities by relevant ministerial departments, NGOs and other entities dealing with this issue. 

Background documentation for drafting the materials were given by: the Ministry of Culture of the SR, Ministry of Defence of the SR, Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the SR, Ministry of Justice of the SR, Ministry of Education of the SR, Ministry of the Interior of the SR, Ministry of Health of the SR, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the SR, Ministry of Finance of the SR, the Office of the Plenipotentiary of the Government of the SR for Roma Communities, General Prosecution Office of the SR, Office of Aliens and Border Police of the Police Force Presidium of the SR, Migration Office of the Ministry of the Interior of the SR, Judicial Academy, the Slovak National Centre for Human Rights, the Slovak Medical University, the Association of Towns and Villages of Slovakia, the Civil Service Office, the National Institute for Education and NGOs, which implemented under the Action Plan. 


The presented material has no economic, environmental, employment and business environment impact. Funding of 2006 Action Plan activities has been secured in the budgets of individual sectors and with the amount of SKK 4,043,700 made available from the reserve of the Slovak government with Resolution No. 255 of 22 March 2006.
The material was considered at the session of the Council of Economic and Social Partnership on 3 March 2006.
