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Background to the project

The Roma form the second most numerous ethnic minority in Slovakia. According to the census of 2001, 89.920 inhabitants identified themselves as Roma. The estimated number of Roma in Slovakia is, however much higher: 350 000 up to 400 000. One of the main problems of the Roma national minority is their social exclusion; therefore, the Slovak government makes steps towards their integration to the society.  Another set of their problems stems from high rate of unemployment reaching up to 100% in several Roma settlements. As a result, high number of Roma is dependent on social benefits. This is also caused by their low level of education. Only 1/4 of the Roma has successfully completed primary education and even lower numbers are at higher stages of educational system. This is due to their limited knowledge of Slovak at the beginning of educational process and weak motoric skills at young age. Majority of the Roma population in Slovakia lives in inadequate and substandard housing conditions. Many settlements are lacking electricity, potable water, roads and hygienic facilities. This project aims at diminishing the negative influences on the Roma communities that cause their social exclusion.

Improved conditions for mutual tolerance between Roma and non-Roma inhabitants of municipalities 

The main aim of this project is to increase tolerance and co-operation between Roma and non-Roma inhabitants of municipalities in Slovakia by continuous interaction of communities assisted by field workers. The entire project is developing the outcomes of a pilot SR9813.04 Phare programme Improvement of the Situation of the Roma in the Spis Region. The project focuses on development of special training programme module for field workers as well as on their training. Based on fieldwork in the Roma settlements the assistance for the Roma will be provided. There is an effort to help Roma to establish their own community centres that would create the space for future community development and mutual activities with non-Roma inhabitants creating better conditions for integration. In order to improve the SR Government intervention Twinning activities will lead to upgrading the existing Strategy of the Government of the SR for the Solution of the Problems of the Roma national minority. The most important feature of this project is that the Romas themselves will be actively participating in all activities.

Improved conditions for young Roma people to enter the labour market

The project focuses on improving of conditions for young Roma to enter the labour market by providing counseling and training seminars. Special attention is paid to enhancement of the number of unemployed Roma activated and supervised to get professional skills in various fields. Trainers/counsellors will be included to the training programme module oriented to the entrance of socially excluded Roma to the labour market. Integrated counselling, training and work experience will be provided for young Roma who left school early without any qualification. The project enables the unemployed young Roma to enter a modular programme ”Motivation Project-individual Action Plan” which role is to encourage the integration into the labour market. While working in 3 stimulated firms, the Roma who have insufficient work experience or have been long-term unemployed and lost work habits, will have an opportunity to obtain and upgrade their skills. Supporting employment of the Roma by creating new job opportunities and increased effort in vocational training for the young Roma is of the vital importance for the integration of the Roma to the society.

Better conditions for Roma self-realisation in the education system

 The main goal of the project is inevitably connected with the effort to enhance the education of the Roma in the Slovak Republic. It aims at reinforcement of comprehensive pre-school education system for the Roma children with direct participation and support of trained Roma assistants and including mothers to education as a follow-up of the Phare projects SR9813.04 and SR9905.02. Furthermore, the project develops the model of preparatory classes, intensive whole-day care and alternative education system that will foster elementary education of Roma children coming from socially and linguistically disadvantaged environment. Next to it, improved vocational education for Roma youth without completion of compulsory school attendance will be implemented as a pilot activity. It will provide Roma students with 3-year long vocational training in various fields. For the realisation of the project it will be necessary to develop curricula. To improve Roma education situation project focuses on supporting the teacher training for schools with high share of Roma students, Roma teacher assistants and strengthening the capacities of the relevant universities. 

Project Priorities

☺  Improved conditions for Roma to integrate

      into society while maintaining their ethnic

      identity  

☺  Improved conditions for mutual cooperation                  

      between Roma and non-Roma  

☺  Creation of opportunities for Roma to enter

      the labour market  

☺  Reinforced comprehensive educational     

      system for Roma
