EXPLANATORY REPORT

CONCERNING THE ACTION PLAN TO PREVENT ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION, RACISM, XENOPHOBIA, ANTI-SEMITISM AND OTHER FORMS OF INTOLERANCE FOR THE PERIOD OF 2000-2001

In 1997, the UN General Assembly decided to hold the Third World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance. The World Conference will be action-oriented and focused on practical measures to eradicate these negative phenomena, including such measures as prevention, education and protection coupled with international and national remedies. The World Conference will provide an unique opportunity to create a new World vision to combat racism in the twenty-first century.  

2001 has been proclaimed the international year against racism and discrimination, the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance will be held in Durban, South Africa, in August-September 2001.  

The World Conference will be preceded by the European Conference against Racism. Being organised by the Council of Europe and held from 11-13 October 2000, this will be the European contribution to the world event. The final document adopted by the European Conference will be one of the background documents discussed at the World Conference. 

Respective countries have already started to prepare and implemented their respective national activities in 1999. It is desired that the Slovak Republic formulate its national action plan to prevent discrimination, racism, and other negative phenomena. The action plan should be action-oriented and focused on measures to prevent all the forms of discrimination, including racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism and intolerance.

In the light of the above-mentioned facts and background documents submitted by the relevant ministries, the Section for Human Rights and Minorities of the Slovak Republic Government Office in co-operation with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs have prepared the Action Plan to prevent all forms of discrimination, racism, xenophobia, anti-semitism and other forms of intolerance for the period of 2000-2001. The Action Plan, including supplements, and draft resolution were submitted to review by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister for Economy, the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister for European Integration, the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister for Legislation, the Ministry of Transport, Postal Service and Telecommunications, the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Economy, the Ministry of Culture, the Ministry of Defence, the Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family, the Ministry of Administration and Privatisation of National Property, the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Interior, the Ministry of Construction and Public Works, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Environment, the Office of Prosecutor General and the Government Commissioner on Roma Affairs. 

On 12 April 2000, an inter-ministerial meeting was held at the Slovak Republic Government Office to review the Action Plan to prevent all forms of discrimination, racism, xenophobia, anti-semitism and other forms of intolerance for theperiod of 2000-2001. The meeting was organised and chaired by the Section for Human Rights and Minorities of the Slovak Republic Government Office. The results of the review are provided in Section 5 of the document. No major concerns were raised at the meeting.

In relation to the UN Decade for Human Rights Education the Action Plan to prevent all forms of discrimination, racism, xenophobia, anti-semitism and other forms of intolerance for the period of 2000-2001 is focused on education in the sphere of human rights, the prevention of such negative phenomena as well as the knowledge of Slovak citizens of efficient remedies. One of the objectives of the plan is to evaluate whether or not the existing legal measures to combat such phenomena are appropriate and sufficient. 
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