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Human Rights – Back to Basics

International conference under the auspices of the

Deputy Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic for Human Rights and National Minorities

Rudolf Chmel

Bratislava, Hotel Bôrik, December 5-6, 2011
PROGRAMME

December 5th 2011, Monday

08.30 – 09.15
Registration

09.30– 10.45
Welcoming Remarks and Introduction

                         
Ms. Iveta Radičová, Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic 

Mr. Rudolf Chmel, Deputy Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic for Human Rights  

                       
and National Minorities

Opening Addresses

Ms. Lucia Žitňanská, Minister of Justice of the Slovak Republic

Ms. Isil Gachet, Council of Europe, Director of the Office of the Commissioner for Human Rights 

Mr. Vladlen Stefanov, Chief National Institutions & Regional Mechanisms Section. Office of UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
Ms Assia Ivantcheva, Deputy Head of the Human Rights Department, OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

10.45 – 11.00    Coffee break
11.00 – 13.00
Human dignity, equality, justice and individual freedom

Chairperson: Mr. Martin Bútora, Honorary President, Institute for Public Affairs, SR
Keynote speaker: 

Mr. Bertrand Mathieu, Université Paris I Sorbonne, president of the French Association of Constitutional Law, Paris, SR
Panelists:


Mr. Lajos Mészáros, Associate Justice, Constitutional Court of the Slovak Republic

Ms. Viera Strážnická, former judge of the European Court of Human Rights
Mr. Peter Sýkora, University of St. Cyril and Methodius, Trnava, SR

Ms. Dagmar Kusá, Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts, SR 

13.00 – 14.00 
Buffet Lunch, Hotel Bôrik

14.00 – 16.30
Human rights and morality: symbiosis or contradiction? 


Chairperson: Mr. Egon Gál, Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts, SR
Keynote speaker: 

Mr. Pavol Holländer, Vice-President of the Constitutional Court, Czech Republic

Panelists:

Mr. Radoslav Procházka, Chairman of the Constitutional and Legal Affairs Committee, National Council of the Slovak Republic

Ms. Mariana Szapuová, Comenius University, Bratislava, SR
Mr. László Öllös, University of Nitra, Forum Minority Research Institute, Šamorín, SR
18.00 – 22.00 
2011 National Human Rights Award Ceremony in the Municipal Theater (tbc)
18.00
Opening reception


19.30
National Human Rights Award Ceremony




Cultural Programme


Lúčnica Choir, Lúčnica (Slovak National Folklore Ballet), Barbora Botošová & Band, Ifjú Szivek Dance Theatre, Pressburger Klezmer Band, Lucia Lužinská & Band

December 6th 2011, Tuesday

09.00 – 11.00
The end of multiculturalism in Europe? And what about in Slovakia?
Chairperson: Mr. Samuel Abrahám, Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts, SR 

Keynote speaker: 

Mr. Asbjørn Eide, Norwegian Centre for Human Rights, former Chairman of the UN Working Group on Minorities

Panelists:

Mr. Alexander Bröstl, University of P.J. Šafárik, Košice, SR 

Mr. Miroslav Kusý, professor emeritus, Comenius University, Bratislava, SR 


Mr. László Szarka, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, University of Komárno, SR
Mr. Péter Hunčík, psychiatrist, Dunajská Streda, SR

Ms. Klára Orgovánová, Roma Institute, SR
Ms. Michal Vašečka, Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic; Centre for the 
                          Research of Ethnicity and Culture, SR
11.00 – 11.20
Coffee break
11.20 – 13.00
The role of national human rights mechanisms and independent institutions in the administration of justice related to the protection of human rights
Chairperson: Mr. Kálmán Petőcz, Director General for Human Rights and Equal Treatment, Office of the Government, Slovak Republic   

Panelists:
Mr. Pavel Kandráč, Public Defender of Rights

Ms. Jitka Seitlová, Deputy Public Defender of Human Rights, Czech Republic

Mr. Martin Bútora, Honorary President, Institute for Public Affairs
Ms. Orsolya Salát, Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest, Hungary

Mr. Peter Guráň, Member, UN Committee for the Rights of the Child, former Head of      

                          the Children Rights Department, Slovak National Centre for Human Rights

Ms. Andrea Baršová, Director of Human Rights and Minority Protection Department, Czech Republic

13.00 – 14.00
Buffet lunch, Hotel Bôrik
14.00 – 16.00 
Case Studies presented by Slovak Human Rights NGOs
Panel I.


Chairperson: Daniel Milo, Human Rights and Equal Treatment, Office of the Government, Slovak Republic

Ľudia proti rasizmu (People against Racism), Irena Biháriová 
Panel II.

Chairperson: Dagmar Horná, Human Rights and Equal Treatment, Office of the Government, Slovak Republic 

Možnosť voľby (Pro choice), Adriana Mesochoritisová

Panel III.

Chairperson: Janka Trojanová, Human Rights and Equal Treatment, Office of the Government, Slovak Republic

Via Iuris (Center for Public Advocacy): Martin Štoffa



16.00 – 16.30
Conference summary and closing remarks
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