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Programme goals

The objectives of the programme are:

· to strengthen the relations between governmental bodies of The Netherlands and the New Member States (NMS) and Candidate Countries (CC) of the European Union;

· to assist countries with the implementation and enforcement of acquis communautaire, and the harmonisation of national legislation and the acquis communautaire.

The programme provides funding for projects focusing on the transfer and exchange of expertise and experience between civil servants.

Programme criteria

In the evaluation and selection of project proposals, the following criteria will be used:

· EU relevance: projects should bear a direct relevance to the implementation, development or enforcement of acquis communautaire;

· government-to-government: projects are aimed at (central) governmental bodies in the NMS/CC;

· capacity building: projects should centre around the transfer and exchange of expertise;

· economic or environmental themes: projects should have a relevance for the functioning of the internal market or the environmental acquis;

· project design: the intervention of projects should logically correspond with the indicated problems;

· feasibility: at counterpart and/or beneficiary side there should be adequate capacity for planning, facilitating and implementing the project.

Project characteristics

· Strategic interest-driven: project proposals can be initiated by governmental bodies both in
The Netherlands and in the NMS/CC;

· short or medium term: projects can run for anywhere between 1 week and 6 months;

· in The Netherlands or in the NMS/CC: a project can be executed in The Netherlands, in a NMS/CC or at a combination of locations;

· bilateral or multi-country: projects can be developed between The Netherlands and one or several NMS/CC.

Project format (activities)
The exchange of experiences or transfer of knowledge can be achieved by a wide array of activities:

· working visits to The Netherlands;

· working visits by Netherlands expert(s);

· bi- or multilateral working group(s);

· seminars or conferences;

· trainings;
· analyses/advice;

· a combination of the above mentioned activities.

Project application

· Proposals can be submitted by applicants throughout the year to the National Aid
Co-ordinator. The use of the format for project proposals (attached) is required;

· the National Aid Co-ordinator prepares a written advice about the proposed project, measuring it against the mentioned criteria, also referring to the sustainability of the project and ongoing/planned initiatives by other donors;

· the National Aid Co-ordinator sends the proposal plus advice to the EVD, digitally and in hard copy;

· the EVD communicates the decision on whether the proposal will be implemented or not to the National Aid Co-ordinator, requesting to inform the project counterpart and/or beneficiary.

Pre-conditions for applicants

· Should a project include a working visit to The Netherlands, a list of participants and their CVs are to be attached to the project application. The CVs should include a description of the current responsibilities and activities of the expert(s) concerned;

· since all communication will be in English, a good command and understanding of the English language by the participants is a precondition for participation in a project;

· at the end of a project the counterpart and beneficiary in the NMS/CC are required to prepare a report evaluating (1) the effects of the technical assistance and (2) the bilateral co-operation with the Netherlands counterpart.

The EVD works according to the logical framework (logframe) methodology.

The maximum budget of a project is EUR 100,000.

Contact

For further information, please contact:

EVD, Agency for International Business and Co-operation

Unit International Public Co-operation

P.O. Box 20105

2500 EC  The Hague

The Netherlands

Tel.: + 31 70 778 85 31

Fax: + 31 70 335 29 62

E-mail: IPSonline@info.evd.nl
Website: www.evd.nl/preaccession
or the National Aid Co-ordinator in your country.

Eligible countries

New Member States: Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Slovak Republic and Slovenia.

Candidate Countries: Bulgaria, Croatia, Romania and Turkey.

For Candidate Countries the long term MPAP, PPA and PPA Environmental Facility programmes aimed at institution building are still open. For further information, please refer to the relevant brochure. 
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