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Aid Coordination Unit

Minutes of the Sectoral Monitoring Sub-committee Meeting

INTERNAL MARKET DEVELOPMENT
	1.
	Location: Bôrik Hotel, Bratislava

	2.
	Date: 9 November 2004

	3.
	Participants:

Mr Ivan Fecenko, Aid Coordination Unit, Office of the Government of the SR

Ms Magdaléna Srncová, Aid Coordination Unit, Office of the Government of the SR

Ms Kornélia Čajková, Aid Coordination Unit, Office of the Government of the SR

Mr Martin Orth, Aid Coordination Unit, Office of the Government of the SR

Mr Milan Petro, Aid Coordination Unit, Office of the Government of the SR

Mr Marek Hajduk, Ministry of Economy of the SR

Ms Linda Jackaničová, Ministry of Economy of the SR

Mr Ladislav Černík, Slovak Trade Inspection

Mr Benjamín Berta, Statistical Office of the SR

Ms Elena Benková, Statistical Office of the SR

Mr Juraj Vališ, Office of Geodesy, Cartography and Cadastre of the SR

Ms Michaela Špeťková, Office of Geodesy, Cartography and Cadastre of the SR

Ms Tatiana Mikulenková, National Bank of Slovakia

Ms Monika Čunderlíková, National Bank of Slovakia

Mr Matej Dostál, Ministry of Finance of the SR

Mr Kvetoslav Kmec, Ministry of Transport, Posts and Telecommunications of the SR

Ms Eva Kolesárová, Ministry of Agriculture of the SR

Ms Albína Zlochová, Ministry of Agriculture of the SR

Ms Martina Setnická, Ministry of Agriculture of the SR

Ms Miroslava Tužinská, Ministry of Environment of the SR

Mr Juraj Gavora, Ministry of Environment of the SR

Mr Mikuláš Turner, Nuclear Regulatory Authority of the SR

Ms Zuzana Škublová, Ministry of Health of the SR

Ms Silvia Czuczorová, Central Finance and Contracting Unit, Ministry of Finance of the SR

Ms Martina Galabová, Central Finance and Contracting Unit, Ministry of Finance of the SR

Ms Konická, Central Finance and Contracting Unit, Ministry of Finance of the SR

Ms Táncošová, Central Finance and Contracting Unit, Ministry of Finance of the SR

Mr Dieter Thiel, EC Representation in the SR

Mr Michel Doumont, EC Representation in the SR

Mr Peter Muška, EC Representation in the SR

Mr Enzo Luigi Marcon, EC Representation in the SR

Ms Dana Šimová, EC Representation in the SR

Ms Martina Moravčíková, EC Representation in the SR

	5.
	Minutes worked out by: Aid Coordination Unit

	6.
	Minutes approved by: SMSC members by written procedure


Agenda of the Meeting

1. Sectoral Component Monitoring Reports

· follow-up of the implementation of the programmes/ projects covered by the SMSC;

· recommendations for the improvement of the implementation of the programmes/ projects covered by the SMSC;

2. Conclusions, suggestions for the Joint Monitoring Committee.

The Sectoral Monitoring Sub-Committee (SMSC) meeting was chaired by Mr Ivan Fecenko, Aid Co-ordination Unit (ACU) Director, on behalf of the National Aid Co-ordinator (NAC). He opened the SMSC meeting, welcomed all participants and introduced the above-mentioned agenda that was agreed.

Ad 1) Sectoral Component Monitoring Reports

Mr Fecenko introduced the Sectoral Component Monitoring Reports (MR) issued by the ACU covering the period from 1 May to 31 September 2004.

Internal Market

Finance, Banking and Customs

Assistance in these sub-sectors is relevant and no special problems were reported. Recommendation was raised concerning improvement of overall assessment of the project implementation. The beneficiary should consider the Peer Review conclusions and recommendations made by Sigma or World Bank in this sector.

Market Surveillance

Assistance in this sub-sector is relevant. However, problematic start of project caused by weak commitment from the side of responsible section of the Ministry of Economy resulted in delayed contracting, budget reduction and modified project implementation (originally planned review of legislation was replaced by training activities). New project leader on the Slovak side - the Slovak Trade Inspection managed the project quite well. All contracted activities were concluded and final report was prepared. The project suffered the lack of cooperation between the food and non-food part.

Environment 

All four FM 2001 projects have already been finished. All the expected results have been achieved and Handbook for Municipalities on Management of Biodegradable Waste, which was the key objective of one of the projects, had been prepared. Final Reports are under preparation.

Five projects are implemented under FM 2002. No problems were identified.

As regards the 2003 project Implementation of Council Directives on Electric and Electronic Scrap, due to some overlapping with the Danish bilateral project, the Ministry of Environment requested to modify the project fiche to Technical Assistance. The NAC sent the modification request together with a revised Project Fiche to the EC Representation in July 2004. The NAC has not received the EC's response so far. The EC Representation informed the SMSC members that they were waiting for a clarification from EC Headquarters whether the modification can be approved by the Representation or should be approved by the Phare Management Committee in Brussels. The ACU invited the EC Representation to clarify this issue with its Headquarters as soon as possible otherwise the effective implementation of the projects is at risk.

Energy
Assistance in this sub-sector is relevant. Energy policy twinning project was successfully concluded and Final Report was approved. Nuclear Safety project under FM 2002 concerning Decontamination A1 is well managed by Nuclear Regulatory Authority. Unfortunately, the savings of 300 000 € were not utilised in a situation when the beneficiary needs even more to complete the work. Project under FM 2003 concerning establishment of Radioactive Waste Agency is still under preparation. The SMSC expressed its concern about a timely implementation of the project that originally envisaged two-year implementation period. In spite of the reorganisation, which will be carried out in connection with privatisation of Slovenské elektrárne, a.s., no need to modify the project fiche has been recognised so far.

Transport

The Rail Sector Harmonisation project as well as the Road Transport (Social Legislation) Alignment project were finished in August 2004, results were achieved and final reports delivered in August 2004. However, legislation on the establishment of Railway Transport Regulatory Body was not passed by the Government, training activities under Rail Harmonisation project were not implemented and some 30 000 € were saved. 

Agriculture Cadastre and Statistics

Agriculture

2002/000-610.07 Enhancement of Phytosanitary Controls on Harmful Organisms on Plants and Plant Products - tendering of investment part (construction of glasshouse) is seriously delay since the building permit was not issued in time. That is why the contracting of the investment part is very risky.

The Ministry of Agriculture should improve its interaction with Control and Testing Institute for Agriculture and State Veterinary and Food Administration that are the final beneficiaries of certain Phare projects in this sub-sector.

The SMSC recognised frequent extensions of twinning light projects administered by the Ministry of Agriculture.

Cadastre

2003 Twinning light project Land Administration and Cadastre Infrastructure focusing on training for the Office of Geodesy, Cartography and Cadastre has been completed. Three other parts of the project are ongoing.

Statistics

2002 INTRASTAT project is nearly completed. The software system has been developed and should be fully operational by the end of 2004.

Development of system under 2002 REGSTAT is on-going and full operation is expected by January 2006.

Implementation of the 2003 statistics projects has not started yet.

Ad 2) Conclusions, suggestions for the Joint Monitoring Committee

The EC Representation shall inform the NAC on the modification request for project Implementation of Council Directives on Electric and Electronic Scrap.
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